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of Islamic jurisprudence in the context of punishment of Vajra' is
of particular interest in view of the various arguments and counter-
arguments in favour of rajm as a measure of punishment for a
married partner of fornication.

So far as punishment for fornication is concerned the Qur'an
says:

(1)   As for those of your woman who are guilty of
lewdness, call to witness four of you against them.
And if they testify (to the truth of the allegation) then
confine them to the houses until death takes them
over or (until) Allah appoints for them a way.81

(2)   The adulteress and the adulterer, flog each of them,
giving a hundred stripes, and let not pity for them
detain you in the matter of obedience to Allah, if you
believe in Allah and the last day, and let a party of
the believers witnesses their chastisement.82

(3)   And when the slave girls are taken in marriage, then
if they are guilty of fornication, they shall suffer half
the punishment which is inflicted upon free woman,83

An analysis of the above verses would show that the Qur'an
suggests death after confinement for women proved of the charge
of fornication, without however, mentioning their marital status, until
further orders. It is silent also about men charged of fornication.
The second verse prescribes a definite measure of punishment for
both the male and female partners but is silent about their marital
status, it is here that certain difference of opinion is to be found
among the later jurists, one holding the view that the verse is
confined, in its application, to the unmarried partners while the other
arguing that the verse extends in it scope to both the unmarried as
well as the married partners.

81.     Qur'an 4:15.
82.     Qur'an 24:2.
83.     Qur'an 4:25.